Intermediate Lesson 6: Competitive Bidding - when we open

Board 1 4 Q10864
NorthDeals v AKQ4
None Vul ¢ AJ After East’s overcall, South
&84 can raise to 2 . North
493 N & K5 invites game with South
vJ1093 w eI 875 accepting as they are
¢+ K7543 S ¢ 82 maximum for their 2 & call.
*73 # AKQ965
& AJT72
v62
¢ Q1096
«J102
West North East South
1e 24 24
Pass 3 Pass 44
All pass
Board 2 «J85 After South's 1 ¥ opening
EastDeals v A1084 and West's 1 # overcall,
N-S Vul ¢ 95 North has an invitational
#KQJ2 raise by cue bidding 2 4.
s AKQ73 N 4964 South bids the game.
v53 w2 Y 92
¢ 764 S ¢ J10832
& AB7 & 1043
& 102
vyKQJ76
¢+ AKQ
965
West North East South
Pass 1lv
le 24 Pass 49
All pass
Board 3 4 QJ82 When partner opens and
South Deals v K2 the opposition overcall
E-W Vul ¢ A8514 1NT, a double from you is
#1072 for penalties.
& AK105 N 964
v 85 w clM Q9763 In this hand, North has
¢+ QJ106 S ¢ 932 enough HCP to make a
& AJ5 63 penalty double of 1 NT.
73
vAJ104 East must run to their long
¢ K7 suit. With good hearts,
&#KQ984 South makes a penalty
West North East South double.
1s
INT Dbl 2y Dbl
All pass
Board 4 & J7 East will be happy to play
WestDeals ¥ AQJ743 3NT as long as West has
Both Vul ¢ Q73 a heart hold.
#8383
* KQ N & A63 East bids 3 v to enquire if
vy K98 w clM 652 they have such a hold.
¢+ 914 S ¢+ A108 West’'s 3NT confirms the
#AJ10975 *#KQ62 hold enabling 3 NT to make
4 1098542 comfortably.
v 10
¢ KJ652 NB: If West did not have a
&4 hold they would have to bid
West North East South something else. In this
1l 2v 3v Pass case they would repeat
3NT All pass their Club suit.
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Board 5 4 8432 East opens 1 v and South
NorthDeals ¥ J65 has a perfect take out
N-S Vul ¢+ 875 double. With excellent v
#J98 support and 10 points,
& 97 N & A105 West can make a game
v K1092 W E vyAQ873 try with the 2 NT bid
¢ KQ4 S ¢ Al02 showing a good raise.
Q752 63 With good values and five
4 KQJ6 trumps East bids the
v 4 game.
¢J963
& AK104
West North East South
Pass 1y Dbl
2NT Pass 49 All pass
Board 6 4 QJl1084
EastDeals v 4 South has excellent support
N-S Vvul ¢+ AQ4 for Spades, so raises to 3 &.
#J1073 North bids to game with
453 N 72 their 10 HCP and a
vy AK976 w EIN J1032 singleton in the opposition’s
¢ 32 S ¢ K85 suit.
& K982 * Q654
« AK96
vy Q85
¢ J10976
& A
West North East South
Pass 1le
lv 1e 2v 3e
Pass 44 All pass
Board 7 & AB85
South Deals v 10953 North can raise to 2 v
Both Vul ¢J764 despite West's strong no-
& J5 trump overcall.
& K9 N 47643
vAJ7 w e Both East and South are
¢ KQ108 S ¢ 932 distributional enough to
& A962 & KQ 10874 compete to the 3 level.
40QJ102
vyKQ8642 West may wish to compete
¢ A5 to 4 # which has a good
&3 chance of making.
West North East South
1lv
INT 2v 3& 3v
All pass
Board 8 & K4
WestDeals v 87
None Vul ¢ 963 East makes a take-out
&#KQJ862 double of 3# and is
& 6 « QJ103 strong enough to raise to
v KJ103 W E v A652 4 v once the fit has been
¢ KQ854 S ¢ AJ2 established.
& AT74 & 05
4 A98752
vyQ94
¢ 107
& 103
West North East South
1le 3% Dbl Pass
3v Pass 4v All pass

Updated: 3rd April, 2026



CompBidNewegs

Board 9 46
North Deals ¥ KJ103
E-W Vul ¢+ KQ854 South makes a take-out
&*A74 double of 3 # and is strong
o A98752 N & K4 enough to raise to 4 ¥ once
vy Q94 w clM 87 the fit has been established.
¢ 107 S ¢+ 963
« 103 «#KQJ862
« QJ103
vy A652
¢ AJ2
#9095
West North East South
1¢ 3% Dbl
Pass 3v Pass 4
All pass
Board 10 493
EastDeals ¥ J1093
Both Vul ¢ K7543 After South’s overcall, West
&73 can raise to 2 4. East
o AJ72 N 4 Q10864 invites game with West
v62 w £ IS Q4 accepting as they are
¢+ Q1096 S ¢ AJ maximum for their 2 & call.
«J102 * 84
& K5
v875
¢ 82
«# AKQ965
West North East South
1le 2&
24 Pass 34 Pass
44 All pass
Board 11 * AKQ73 After West's 1 ¥ opening
South Deals ¥ 53 and North's 1 & overcall,
None Vul ¢ 764 East has an invitational
& AB87 raise by cue bidding 2 4.
4 102 N 4 J85 West bids the game.
vKQJ76 N v A1084
¢ AKQ S ¢ 95
965 *KQJ2
4964
v92
¢J10832
« 1043
West North East South
Pass
lv 1e 24 Pass
4v All pass
Board 12 & AK105 When partner opens and
WestDeals ¥ 85 the opposition overcall
N-S Vul ¢+ QJ106 1NT, a double from you is
& AJ5 for penalties.
473 N 4QJ82
vy AJ104 w eI K2 In this hand, East has
¢ K7 S ¢ A854 enough HCP to make a
&#KQ984 #1072 penalty double of 1 NT.
4964
vyQ9763 South must run to their long
¢ 932 suit. With good hearts,
#63 West makes a penalty
West North East South double.
1s 1INT Dbl 2y
Dbl All pass
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Board 13

4 KQ

North Deals ¥ K98

South will be happy to play
3NT as long as North has

Both Vul ¢ 94 a heart hold.
& AJ10975
4 1098542 N & J7 South bids 3 ¥ to enquire if
v 10 w clM A QJ743 theyhave such a hold.
¢ KJ652 S ¢+ Q73 North’s 3 NT confirms the
&4 383 hold enabling 3 NT to make
& A63 comfortably.
v652
¢ A108 NB: If North did not have a
*#KQ62 hold they would have to bid
West North East South something else. In this
1 2y 3v case they would repeat
Pass 3NT All pass their Club suit.
Board 14 & 97 South opens 1 ¥ and West
EastDeals v K1092 has a perfect take out
None Vul ¢+ KQ4 double. With excellent v
Q752 support and 10 points,
4 KQJ6 N 48432 North can make a game try
v 4 w eI J65 with the 2 NT bid showing a
¢J963 S ¢+ 875 good raise. With good
& AK104 #J98 values and five trumps
& A105 South bids the game.
vyAQ873
¢ Al102
*63
West North East South
Pass 1v
Dbl 2NT Pass 4v
All pass
Board 15 & 53
SouthDeals v AK976 West has excellent
N-S Vul ¢ 32 support for Spades, so
& K982 raises to 3 . East bids to
4 AK96 N 4 QJ1084 game with their 10 HCP
v Q85 w eI 4 and a singleton in the
¢ J10976 S ¢ AQ4 opposition’s suit.
& A & J1073
& 72
vJ1032
¢ K85
Q654
West North East South
Pass
le 1lv 1le 2y
34 Pass 44 All pass
Board 16 & K9
WestDeals v AJ7 East canraiseto 2 v
E-W Vul ¢ KQ108 despite North’s strong no-
& A962 trump overcall.
40QJ102 4 A85
vyKQ8642 w eIM 10953 Both South and West are
¢ A5 S ¢J764 distributional enough to
&3 &J5 compete to the 3 level.
4 7643
v — North may wish to compete
¢ 932 to 4 # which has a good
& KQ10874 chance of making.
West North East South
1lv 1NT 2y 3%
3v All pass
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[Event "Intermediate Lesson 6: Competitive Bidding - when we open"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:QT864.AKQ4.AJ.84 K5.875.82.AKQ965 AJ72.62.QT96.JT2 93.JT93.K7543.73"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{





After East’s overcall, South can raise to 2\S. North invites game with South

accepting as they are maximum for their 2\S call.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1S 2C 2S Pass

3S Pass 4S AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:964.92.JT832.T43 T2.KQJ76.AKQ.965 AKQ73.53.764.A87 J85.AT84.95.KQJ2"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{After South's 1\H opening and West's 1\S overcall, North has an invitational

raise by cue bidding 2\S. South bids the game.}

[BCFlags "800001f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1H 1S 2S

Pass 4H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:73.AJT4.K7.KQ984 AKT5.85.QJT6.AJ5 QJ82.K2.A854.T72 964.Q9763.932.63"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{When partner opens and the opposition overcall 1NT, a double from you is for

penalties.



In this hand, North has enough HCP to make a penalty double of 1NT. 



East must run to their long suit. With good hearts, South makes a penalty

double.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1C 1NT X 2H

X AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:KQ.K98.94.AJT975 J7.AQJ743.Q73.83 A63.652.AT8.KQ62 T98542.T.KJ652.4"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{East will be happy to play 3NT as long as West has \n

a heart hold. 



East bids 3\H to enquire if they have such a hold. West’s 3NT confirms the hold

enabling 3NT to make comfortably.



NB: If West did not have a hold they would have to bid something else.  In this

case they would repeat \n

their Club suit.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1C 2H 3H Pass

3NT AP



[Event "CompBidNewegs"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:8432.J65.875.J98 AT5.AQ873.AT2.63 KQJ6.4.J963.AKT4 97.KT92.KQ4.Q752"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

{East opens 1\H and South has a perfect take out double. With excellent \H

support and 10 points, West can make a game try with the 2NT bid showing a good

raise. With good values and five trumps East bids the game.}

[Result ""]

[BCFlags "9f"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass 1H X 2NT

Pass 4H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:72.JT32.K85.Q654 AK96.Q85.JT976.A 53.AK976.32.K982 QJT84.4.AQ4.JT73"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



South has excellent support for Spades, so raises to 3\S. North bids to game with

their 10 HCP and a singleton in the opposition’s suit.}

[BCFlags "800001f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1D 1H 1S

2H 3S Pass 4S

AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "7"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "S:QJT2.KQ8642.A5.3 K9.AJ7.KQT8.A962 A85.T953.J764.J5 7643..932.KQT874"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



North can raise to 2\H despite West’s strong no-trump overcall. 



Both East and South are distributional enough to compete to the 3 level.



West may wish to compete to 4\C which has a good chance of making.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1H 1NT 2H 3C

3H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "8"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "W:6.KJT3.KQ854.A74 K4.87.963.KQJ862 QJT3.A652.AJ2.95 A98752.Q94.T7.T3"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{





East makes a take-out double of 3\C and is strong enough to raise to 4\H once

the fit has been established.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1D 3C X Pass

3H Pass 4H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "9"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "N:6.KJT3.KQ854.A74 K4.87.963.KQJ862 QJT3.A652.AJ2.95 A98752.Q94.T7.T3"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{





South makes a take-out double of 3\C and is strong enough to raise to 4\H once

the fit has been established.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1D 3C X Pass

3H Pass 4H AP



[Event "Intermediate Lesson 6: Competitive Bidding - when we open"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "10"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "E:QT864.AKQ4.AJ.84 K5.875.82.AKQ965 AJ72.62.QT96.JT2 93.JT93.K7543.73"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{





After South’s overcall, West can raise to 2\S. East invites game with West

accepting as they are maximum for their 2\S call.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1S 2C 2S Pass

3S Pass 4S AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "11"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "S:964.92.JT832.T43 T2.KQJ76.AKQ.965 AKQ73.53.764.A87 J85.AT84.95.KQJ2"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result ""]

{After West's 1\H opening and North's 1\S overcall, East has an invitational

raise by cue bidding 2\S. West bids the game.}

[BCFlags "800001f"]

[Auction "S"]

Pass 1H 1S 2S

Pass 4H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "12"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "W:73.AJT4.K7.KQ984 AKT5.85.QJT6.AJ5 QJ82.K2.A854.T72 964.Q9763.932.63"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{When partner opens and the opposition overcall 1NT, a double from you is for

penalties.



In this hand, East has enough HCP to make a penalty double of 1NT. 



South must run to their long suit. With good hearts, West makes a penalty

double.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1C 1NT X 2H

X AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "13"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "N:KQ.K98.94.AJT975 J7.AQJ743.Q73.83 A63.652.AT8.KQ62 T98542.T.KJ652.4"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{South will be happy to play 3NT as long as North has \n

a heart hold. 



South bids 3\H to enquire if they have such a hold. North’s 3NT confirms the hold

enabling 3NT to make comfortably.



NB: If North did not have a hold they would have to bid something else.  In this

case they would repeat \n

their Club suit.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1C 2H 3H Pass

3NT AP



[Event "CompBidNewegs"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "14"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "E:8432.J65.875.J98 AT5.AQ873.AT2.63 KQJ6.4.J963.AKT4 97.KT92.KQ4.Q752"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

{South opens 1\H and West has a perfect take out double. With excellent \H

support and 10 points, North can make a game try with the 2NT bid showing a good

raise. With good values and five trumps South bids the game.}

[Result ""]

[BCFlags "9f"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1H X 2NT

Pass 4H AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "15"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "S:72.JT32.K85.Q654 AK96.Q85.JT976.A 53.AK976.32.K982 QJT84.4.AQ4.JT73"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{



West has excellent support for Spades, so raises to 3\S. East bids to game with

their 10 HCP and a singleton in the opposition’s suit.}

[BCFlags "800001f"]

[Auction "S"]

Pass 1D 1H 1S

2H 3S Pass 4S

AP



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "16"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "W:QJT2.KQ8642.A5.3 K9.AJ7.KQT8.A962 A85.T953.J764.J5 7643..932.KQT874"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



East can raise to 2\H despite North’s strong no-trump overcall. 



Both South and West are distributional enough to compete to the 3 level.



North may wish to compete to 4\C which has a good chance of making.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1H 1NT 2H 3C

3H AP

�

